Grade
Level

Middle
and High
School

GREENWOOD CULTURAL
CENTER
ARTIFACT LESSON PLAN
W.H. PARKS LETTER
JUNE 1, 1921
Lesson Objectives
To summarize a document using
the essential questions (who,
what, when, where, how and why)
To identify the author's viewpoint
of the events of the 1921 Tulsa
Race Massacre.
To identify factors that may have
helped to shape the author's
viewpoint (and/or bias).
To identify key words that support
the summary of a document.

Introduction
Letters provide a lens into what
someone is thinking or feeling. They
provide a perspective of what it's
author is seeing or experiencing. In
order to better understand what the
letter's author may be thinking or
feeling, we must get to the GIST of
it.
Gist n - the main or essential part of
a communication (dictionary.com)

Click here for a pdf
of this template
from the
International
Reading
Association

Directions
Read the following primary source
document.
Annotate as you read.
When you are finished use the
document to complete the GIST
worksheet (note: the term 'article'
refers to this document).
Your 20 word GIST should be key
words from the document that
support your answers to your
essential questions (5Ws and H).

W.H. PARKS LETTER

Greenwood Cultural Center, Tulsa, OK

W.H. PARKS LETTER

Greenwood Cultural Center, Tulsa, OK

ANSWER SUGGESTIONS FOR W.H. PARKS LETTER

Student's name
W.H. Park Letter
Letter written in 1921, artifact of Greenwood Cultural
Center of Tulsa, OK
(and annotate)

Sister of W.H. Park, married to Hayes
Letter: is thank you for money and gift; provides update to a lawsuit
they are in; provides their perspective of the events of the Massacre.
Tulsa, OK 1921, one mile from the Greenwood community (Little Africa)
June 1, 1921
According to the author the massacre (riot) begin because of the
actions of Dick Rowland
Students may identify the events of the riot/massacre and/or the
cultural tensions of the 1921 that were mentioned.
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